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Hyderabad: The controversy surrounding the 400 acres of land in Kanchi-Gachibowli has exposed the
elected leaders administrative inexperience and lack of strategic vision. The issue, which required
careful handling due to its legal, environmental, and public policy implications, was instead approached
with haste, leading to unnecessary backlash. The failure of the Revanth Reddy-led government to
engage in proper consultations, impact assessments, and stakeholder discussions has not only raised
concerns about governance but also about the partyâ??s understanding of public sentiment and
administrative responsibilities. Over the years, multiple legal disputes arose over the ownership of these
lands, with various claims made by the private parties and the government itself. The recent Supreme
Court judgment clarified that 400 acres of this disputed land rightfully belonged to the Telangana
government, thus granting the state the authority to decide its fate.

With prime real estate in Hyderabadâ??s IT corridor being highly valuable, the Telanagna government
saw an opportunity to auction the land and generate significant revenue. However, rather than
proceeding with a well-thought-out plan, the administration rushed to invite bids for a master plan and
auction assistance, with the last date for bid submission being March 15, 2025, ignoring critical steps
such as land demarcation, environmental impact assessments, and consultations with key
stakeholders, including the university, urban planners, and environmentalists.

A Thoughtful Approach Could Have Avoided Controversy

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy had an opportunity to handle the issue in a structured and responsible
manner that could have won widespread appreciation. The first logical step should have been to consult
with the University of Hyderabad authorities to properly demarcate the 400 acres of land. Given the
history of disputes in this area, ensuring accurate boundaries and preventing future legal challenges
should have been a top priority. By failing to do so, the government left room for ambiguity and potential
future conflicts.
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Once demarcation was complete, the government could have erected temporary boundary walls to
prevent encroachment while conducting a comprehensive environmental impact assessment. This land,
over decades, has become home to various species of flora and fauna. An assessment would have
helped understand the ecological consequences of clearing the land for commercial development.
Instead of rushing into the auction process, the government should have carefully evaluated the best
way to relocate wildlife to nearby reserve forests such as Mrugavani in Chilkur and Mudimiyal along the
Bijapur Highway. This step would have ensured that environmental damage was minimized while
enabling development in a sustainable manner.

A Balanced Plan for Development and Conservation

A more balanced and forward-thinking approach would have been to earmark 250 acres for commercial
development while preserving 150 acres as an eco-park with water bodies. Hyderabad, despite its rapid
urbanization, has been facing growing concerns about diminishing green spaces, groundwater
depletion, and environmental degradation. Had the government set aside 150 acres for an eco-park, it
could have created a win-win situationâ??generating revenue from the auction while also addressing
environmental concerns and enhancing the quality of life for residents. Such a move would have been
widely appreciated by environmentalists, citizens, and urban planners alike.

However, rather than taking this measured approach, the government rushed to issue tenders, allowing
commercial interests to dictate the fate of the land without due diligence. This hasty decision highlights
a lack of administrative maturity, a poor understanding of legal complexities, and an insensitivity to
public sentiment. The people of Telangana, who voted the Congress into power, expected a
responsible and visionary government, but instead, they have witnessed an administration struggling to
handle governance issues effectively.

Revenge Politics and the Controversial Proposal to Relocate UoH

What has further exacerbated public outrage is the Congress governmentâ??s proposal to relocate the
University of Hyderabad and redevelop its 2,000-acre campus into an eco-park. This decision appears
less like a thoughtful urban planning initiative and more like a vindictive reaction to past political battles.
The Congress, frustrated by the publicâ??s resistance to its land policies, seems to have adopted an
aggressive approach rather than engaging in meaningful dialogue.

Universities are integral to a cityâ??s identity and growth, and relocating HCUâ??one of the
countryâ??s premier institutionsâ??under the pretext of creating an eco-park is not only impractical but
also reveals a lack of respect for academic institutions. The idea of developing a park similar to those in
developed nations might sound appealing in theory, but in practice, it exposes the administrationâ??s
failure to manage urban planning challenges in a pragmatic and inclusive manner.

What This Incident Reveals About Congressâ??s Governance

The Kanchi-Gachibowli land issue is not just about one administrative decisionâ??it is a reflection of the
Congress governmentâ??s inexperience in handling governance, policymaking, and strategic planning.
In a city like Hyderabad, where real estate, environmental conservation, and public infrastructure are
deeply interconnected, every decision requires careful consideration. Rushing into land auctions,
ignoring environmental concerns, and engaging in knee-jerk policy reactions only create unnecessary

COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 2
Footer Tagline



controversies and erode public trust.

The Congress government had a golden opportunity to showcase a responsible, sustainable, and
consultative approach to urban development, but instead, it exhibited a reckless decision-making style
that alienated multiple stakeholders. Had it followed a structured approachâ??consulting with HCU,
demarcating the land properly, assessing the environmental impact, relocating wildlife thoughtfully, and
striking a balance between development and conservationâ??the entire controversy could have been
avoided.

The Kanchi-Gachibowli episode serves as a lesson in governanceâ??that hasty decisions, political
arrogance, and a lack of due diligence can turn an administrative opportunity into a major controversy.
The Telanagna government must reflect on its missteps and adopt a more strategic, inclusive, and
environmentally responsible approach to policymaking. Urban development should not come at the cost
of ecological destruction or public discontent.

If the government does not learn from this episode, it risks losing public trust and reinforcing the
perception that it lacks the administrative capability to handle complex governance issues. For
Telanganaâ??s future, it is imperative that decisions of such magnitude are taken with caution,
transparency, and a vision that balances economic growth with environmental sustainability.
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